
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
EMPIRE BUILDER RECOGNITION DAY 

JUNE 12, 2004 
 
WHEREAS, on June 11, 1929, the Great Northern Railroad’s premier passenger train, the Empire 
Builder, began operating between Chicago, Illinois and Seattle, Washington; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Empire Builder, now operated by Amtrak, serves 45 stations, including seven in 
North Dakota, playing an important role in boosting tourism and economic development 
throughout the state; and 
 
WHEREAS, last year, the Empire Builder transported more than 415,000 passengers, while 
achieving the highest on-time performance record of all long-distance trains, and remaining the most 
heavily traveled east-west transcontinental train service; and 
 
WHEREAS, Amtrak employs nearly 3,000 people in states served by the Empire Builder, and in 
fiscal year 2003, expended more than $100 million in goods and services in Empire Builder states; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Empire Builder provides grand views of our state’s natural scenery and heritage, 
following Lewis and Clark’s historic trail west; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Empire Builder has operated continuously between Chicago and the Pacific 
Northwest for 75 years via North Dakota, connecting people to America’s great northern cities and 
states; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, as the Governor of the State of North Dakota, I do hereby proclaim June 
12, 2004, EMPIRE BUILDER RECOGNITION DAY in the state of North Dakota. 

 
 
       /s/ 
John Hoeven 
Governor 

Attest: 
 
        /s/ 
Alvin A. Jaeger 
Secretary of State 
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